

















Marjorie Keeler

Marjorie Keeler, was one of South High’s very first counselors in 1959. Concerning what
stood out most in her mind from that first year, she replied, “It was extremely difficult for us to
become rivals to Central because we were all very loyal to Central. By the end of the year though,
we were rivals. South wanted to be on top academically and physically. Mr. Wilkerson, the princi-
pal at that time, selected most of the teachers. He made sure that he instilled a lot of pride at South.
To be a loyal Colt, heart and soul was an asset.”

Some of the students didn’t care for the school colors at first. “I think they wanted something
brighter.” Ms. Keeleradded that kids and their problems have changed since 1959. ““1do think that
there are more temptations for kids now , but then again it’s never really been easy for kids.”

She added, “We always tried very, very hard to get good evaluations. I think that the motto
was ‘At South High we all strive to do something extra’ and we did. That’s where the love and
pride at South High came from. We all tried to make it the best it could be, including the students.”

—Robyn Juba ('91)

Charter Faculty

Gladys Neblick

Gladys Neblick was employed as South’s first librarian when it was opened the September of
’59. Mrs Neblick remembers the first day. “We had a big assembly, and the principal, Mr. Wilker-
son, impressed upon the kids the importance and the cost of books.”

Neblick was in charge of the ordering and organizing of the new books as well as filing and
her other library duties.

With the modemization and changes in the library through the years, changes to its location
came as well. “They built the new library in what used to be a cul-de-sac at the south end of the
school. The old library was located in what is now used for the foreign language department.”

Neblick had been a teacher/librarian at Washington Elementary before she came to South to fill
the head librarian position. She remained head librarian for 24 years when she retired at the end of
school in 1983.

She remarked, “The library has really changed and improved. The kids are still the same
though; young people are great. I liked working with young people because it made me feel young.”
She added. “They were good kids and there weren’t many cases of vandalism. A few children lost a
book, but some day their mother would find it and bring it in. I do remember one instance though. I
don’t know if it was meant to be a book mark or not, but I did find a slice of salami in one book.”

Mrs. Neblick still visits South’s library. She keeps a close eye on all of the changes and im-
provements being made. She stated, “The library has yet to arrive at its full potential. Things are
still changing. It will grow even more.” — Pam Scutti ('90)

Page 27



Alan Takaki

Nominations for and duties of the Student Body President in 1959 were different compared to
what they are today. For Alan Takaki, South’s first Student Body President, his duties were to run
the student activities and pep assemblies, but most of all to establish tradition.

As student body president, Takaki, along with other members of Student Council, had the duty
and privilege to select South’s logo and to work on South’s school song. The white flag trimmed
with fringe is South’s original school flag, designed by the class of 1959. The council meetings
were held in room 33. Serving as Student Body President gave him an opportunity to exercise his
leadership.

Rather than use the petition method for nominations, the class of 1959 nominated fellow class
members. Also, the faculty had the power to veto any nomination.

Two to three weeks was the campaigning period and various assemblies were held for cam-
paign speeches. Each candidate had a campaign manager who organized and directed the campaign.
Takaki said it was difficult to remember any particular, exciting moment during his term as
president. However, he said, “I am pleased to see that South is still carrying on some of the tradi-
tions that were established by my class in 1959.” — Colleen Brennan ('90)

Alumni

Ray Jones

Raymond Dean Jones, a 1963 graduate of South High School, has had a very interesting and
fulfilling life. Along with meeting President Kennedy while participating in Boys' Nation and Martin
Luther King at the 1964 Selma, Alabama, peace march, he was a three year letterman, Boys' Nation
representative, National Honor Society President, Literary Club President, and an S-club member.

He also attended Colorado College for his undergraduate study of pre law and then attended
Harvard Law School and is currently a judge on the Colorado Court of Appeals.

Jones’ interest in politics began when he was young sparking his interest in law and his
schooling at Harvard. Jones also credited his large family of four brothers and four sisters. He said
he had to learn how to compromise and be patient because you never get your way in a family that
large.

Jones found that high school athletics is an important part of developing oneself as a whole
person. He believes that there is a beauty in testing yourself either as a team or as an individual. He
still competes in Sk and 10k races along with swimming and tennis.

The city of Pueblo recognized Jones in March of 1988 with a parade and a Raymond Jones
Day. South invited him to the school to talk to the students where he received a football jersey with
his high school number and a scrapbook from ROUND-UP showing highlights of his high school
career. — Ryan Waring ('90)
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1959 - 1960 Faculty

David Wilkerson Principal
Vernon Cochran Asst. Principal

Halsey Cook Boys' Counselor
Ronald Smith Boys’ Counselor
Martha Gorder  Girls’ Counselor

Marjorie Keeler Girls’ Counselor
Eugene Bard Science Chair
Joe Bassetti

Glen Brodin

Virginia Brown Home Ec Chair
Bill Brown

Joe Chrisman

Harlan Clouse

Evelyn Chandler

William T. Craig Music Chair
Tim Craney

James Daugherty

John DeNardo

Charles DePietro

Kenneth Fouts

Charles Fredericks

Charlotte Gallegos

John Geron

John Harr

Robert Imes Industrial Ed. Chair

Marjorie Keeler English Chair
Carl Kennedy

Steve Kopasz

Richard Lipp

Dan Luna

Anthony Masciotra

Ray Miller

Albert Nolan

Vernon Nunley

Charlotte Orazem

Robert Overstake Head of Coaches
Lucille Peschl Business Chair
John Regan
Wilbur Richardson
Peggy Scales
Rachel Slobodnik
Mary Jo Styduhar
Phyllis Thompson
Harold Trevithick
Betty Jo Tucker
Kenneth H. Walker

Math Chair

Gladys Neblick  Librarian
Wilma Price School Nurse
Betty Fulton Office
Isabell Morrow  Office

Alice Jamnick Office
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TRIBUTES

Because the school is a community, it grieves at the loss of any of its members. Three
South graduates have been memorialized.

Rick Pobst

Rick Pobst *68 began perfecting his golf game while a student at South. He was the
South-Central League medalist four years in a row. He was also on the only South state
champion golf team to date in 1968. He continued his passion for golf until his death at age
36. Following his death the Rick Pobst Memorial Golf Tournament was established. A

memorial golf scholarship has been endowed by his parents at the University of Southern
Colorado.

Jeff Pearson

Jeff Pearson was most enthusiastic about photography and drafting while he attended
South. He died from injuries in a fall the summer of 1984. His parents established the Jeff
Pearson Memorial Scholarship in his honor. The money provides a $1,000 renewable
scholarship to a South senior who is interested in photography or drafting. In addition the
friends, realatives and neighbors provided a plaque to honor the Photograph of the Year, a
tradition that was initiated to honor Jeff.

Steve Connell

Steve Connell provided student leadership throughout his years at South into his senior
year when he became Student Body President. Steve died in an auto accident over Christ-
mas break in 1984. Because Steve was an outstanding student and athlete, The Steve Con-
nell Memorial Scholarship was established to honor a promising student/athlete in each
year's senior class. The Scholarship is funded from proceeds raised from the annual air
band contest. Approximately $1,000 is awarded each year.
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